*    TRAVEL    *

Most people voyaged under sail, however. Here is an
extract from a private letter, describing an Atlantic
crossing:

'We sailed from Leith Roads on Sunday morning
about 9 o'clock (the 6th of April) and was clear of the
Firth of Forth and Fife and all the lands about before
dusk that eveng. and made a fine run up to the Pentland
Firth by Tuesday evg. and as the wind was good and
favourable Capt. Young thought it best to run right
through without going into the Orkneys, so we passed
the far-famed Johnny Groat's House. . . . Off the last
point of land we see on leaving Scotland, W. Harrower
and about half a Dozen more of us took a bottle or two as
a kind of farewell to Old Scotland and our kind friends in
it and you may rely my dear David you were not forgot.

6 A few days after in a heavy gale and Mountainous
Sea I had the misfortune to fall upon a water bucket
on Deck and either broke two or three of my ribs or
severely shattered them, which confined me much to
my cabin for about a fortnight, indeed had I not been
copiously bled and blistered the second day after, it
would very soon been over with me, but I have great
reason to be thankful to the Almighty Disposer of all
human events that I now feel very little effect from it.

'Perhaps I may just as well say here by way of cutting
short that we had as good passage as we could wish for
until we came in sight of Land, which was precisely that
day 5 weeks after we lost sight of the island of Lewis in
the West of Scotland, in the course of that time we
passed some very large Ice bergs we happened to pass
one at no great distance and at that time there was an-
other vessel. .. was obliged to go to leeward of it and for
a few minutes her Hull and Masts was completely out of
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